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Lifelong educatior in Cuba is seen in a soeioeconomic 
context. The characteristics of lifelong education in Cuba are 
implicit in ite revolutionary setting, and the task of carrying it 
through has become an obligation and a right affecting every citizen* 
The training of teaehers is at present the center of greatest effort. 
The Literacy Campaign, which mobilized every political or mass 
organization, abolished illiteracy within one year. Adult education 
is offered in elementary education, secondary course of worker 
education, worker-^ farmer faculty, language teaching, and youth 
movement. Classes are held in almost any location, and sessions are 
adapted to the industrial or agricultural area. The government is 
dGtive in facilitating the incorporation of women into the political, 
economic, and social development through special literacy* technical 
and other educatSonal programs. Youth movement SGhools were 
established to promote and organize the education' of adolescent 
pupils above the age for elementary schools. Teacher training^ 
includes study and research on educational subjects, active 
participation in the educational workshop, and participation in 
People » r-j cultural Circles and in literary and scientific seminars. 
The circles and seminars are part of a governmental effort to make 
Cuban education an integrated and continuous process. (KM) 
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irr^ODUcnoN 

Thm development of life^long education in Uuba atema from the rovolutionarjr 
procass itielf tod ie thus based on the profound ©CQnonilc and social changes that 
have taken place there slnse the triumph of the Revolution. 

In 1959j as the result of an unjust social aysteni marked by the acoumiilatlon 
of tmense riches in a few hande and the jKJverty of the many^ the population oon- 
tainod alDout one million Illiterates, and suoh v/as the erluciatiorjal sjrotem that 
harely one half of the population of school age atte^ad elemenlary eahoolj wlille 
enrolments at seoondai^ and higher education levels were even more restrlntcd; in 
addition Uiere v^ere serious qualitative problems and' no llnl' existed between adu-* 
cation and the development^ of the country, 

ThlB distorted and negleGtad %&am%±onBl oyetem Imposed on Cuba by lap^^rlalist 
exploitation was swept aside the revolutionary vlGtonr of 1959* which radioally 
changed that oppressive struct^^e by ercating the necsssar^ conditions for in-* 
corpcratlon of the Ciibsai people in the changoi brought about by the scientific 
and technical revolution takl.ns place in the world, Kill was not - and is not ^ 
an easy taik^ startlns from the low level of teohnlcal &id cultmml development 
Inherited from the colonial r'^slme under Imperialist domination. Suitable maans 
had to be created for mobllislns the resources of the country on a plaimed basis 
so as to carry out pro ,i sets capable of tumins Cuba from an underdeveloped country 
into a developed^ enll^tined and truly free eauntry. 

The laws on Asrarian Reform, nationalisations other Importtot lawi passed 
^ve the educational system the required Impetus both qutotitatlvely and qualita- 
tively^ so that from then onwards^ with the Inereasing participation of the organ- 
ised maasei, eduoatlon baeame clbsely linked ^rtth social prs^otleep «id educational 
theory with productive work basic vocational teohaioloslcal prinQiples* 

The mass school enrolment of ehlldi en and yovme people and the new collective 
forma of social action based on work and the defence of the Socialist fatherland 
strengthened pupils* ideolagical prinoiplcs and Ineorpcrated them as aGtiv© 
partlclpmits In tJtie revolutionary movement. 

With the development of a social awweness In which values have acquired a 
new dimension^ the schools Mid imlversltles are filled to overf lowing; their in- 
tegration with work in the production centres and planned aervleea Is an aspect 
" of the tmihing they givej and they embraae the vAiole social spectrum* In spite 
of temporary llmltatlonB ar^ deflclenGles tl%at have to be faced, w© are all con- 
sciously working tow^s fulfilment of CTia Guevara' a raximi "Society in general 
Ewst become one ^^ntic. school". 

With a unlfl^j total3^ free sjid compulsoiy educational system dedicated to = 
the ultimate alms of the Revolution, eduoa oonsldered a 

pricrlty duty m& rl^t of every cit Izenj with the Increasing asslst^de providad 
by commimlty services and by ciaturai, sporti Md art Istle Institutions partiel- 
patlng in the integral tTOlriins proc ess, and wl-Ui constant drive given by the 
Party, the Union of Vomm Coimradsts and the mass^ org&niiatlonSj owe global edu- 
□atlon has acquired the mass seape and contlnulty=whloh It is able to display 
bafore the whole world as a material md pro^essive demonetratlon of life-long 
eduoatlon. 
O . . . 
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For the above reasoni^ m in Cuba are imable to eonoeiye of life-long eduea* 
tlon in the abstmct or as a s^ntaneous process^ far we mmm t% in a loeio- 
economle contexl; and aa hom6. up with the social chM^acteristlQs of the country 
in whieh It Is practised. 

The charaaterlstlos of life^long education in our eount^ are impliolt in 
its revolutlonai^ letting^ and the tank of car:^lng It through has beoome an 
obligation and a rl^t affecting eveiy individual cltl^.enj not as a mmmm of 
separate Individual survival^ but ae part of a community effoi't on beh^f of what 
our Revolution regards as of supreme Iraportajiee * the humm being. 

The national Byntmn of aduoatlon 

The systaa is based upon the organiiatlDn of InGtruGtlon according to the 
varloui educational levels Bjod typti composing the structure ot the Mnlatry of 
Education and inoliidesi 

General eduQatlon 
Special education 

Teehnlcal and proftssional aduoatlon 
^t^of^school education 
la^er eduQatlon 
Teacher training 

Adult and youth movement education * ' 

Oeneml education is divided into three levelsi 



Secondary 
Pre-iml ver s Ity 

' Primary education is open to all children and inoludas the pra-achool course 
and the lat to 6th grades of primary lahool. 

Secondary edUGatlon includes the baslo aeoondaiy schools from the 7th to loth 
grades and the pre^imiverslty opursa from the 11th to IJth ^ades. 

Technical and prafeeglonal education Inclines industrl^ education, agrlaul- 
tural education, and education In economics and atolnistratlon for training medium- 
grade technlelani and sWlled wortors In the wrlous branchei of proAactlon and 
plannea servloes; 

Otir^hl^er eduomtlon Byateffi hai been hMTOnlouBly adapted to the struotuMl 
o^es bMU^t about by the Revolution. The Unlveralty., having cast of f the 

Som' Slfa^lT old fo™ of society, has throm Itself fully into 

national lif# and Is olosea^ assoolated with the development of the oountry. 

traimna of teaehere has been one of the deterBilnlns objectives of the 
educational work oawltd out by the Revolution. It Is obvloUB that, for a coi^try 
^^haj Blven^prlorlty to eduortlon and that ha^ 

^ !'® °, *° reoelve eduoatlon, «ie problems of tralriins and pro- 

Tl^ g^SeSfSolS to teaohers havt been, and .^e at prasent^ ths c«rtre 
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• Thm fissentlal ehanga in the training of oia* teaching personnel has involved 
the approiieh^ orientation and content of teaching in accordanot with the Ideology 
of the Reralutlonp vftiieh determines a training basRd on a hi^ moral cpneept^ a 
spirit of saorlf ice and endeaTOUr^ profeesional efflcienGy ^^d a ve^ well defined 
ooncapt of the revoltitlonary duties of ttie young Cuban teaohar in relation to the 
liberation stmiE^es of the e^^loited peoplei of Amerioa and the world over* 

Teacher training currleula are suitably articulated md closely linked irtth 
the general seoondao's technoloslcal and hl^ar education Qourses, and with edu- 
oatlon and work in general^ as a proQedure foi* ^-pplyins the principles of our 
ducational policy. 

In addition^ the vocational guidance plans and professlonaj suldanQ# sarvlaas 
vdiich oontinut to bt developtd^ partleip&tlon in cultural and sports aotlviti^s^ 
the solentlflo Mid technical interest circles, the Pioneer Movementi, the politicai 
and mass or^lsatlona of etudentsp ahd other t^es of institution lend cohesion 
and TOlty to en educational policy aiming at ensuring a nation-wide and intesral 
aduoatlonal sy£:tem. 



ADULT mJCAriOH 

The Lltei'aey Cainpalpi li an Impartaiit lindmwk in the education of Him 
ooimtryj a general outline of whleh we gave at the beginning of thle report* 

Together with iranedlate measures for giving evai^ child aooess to education^ 
energatlc^ planned itepa are belr^ taken to er^lcate llllteraey, whleh used to 
affect 23*6^ of the population, reaching sensational proportions in rural areas 
with a f isurti of k2$» This pMporblon of Illiterates was a refleotion of their 
social origin and geo^phlc^ looatlon, for lones with the hl^est percentage 
of illiteracy were the aETl cultural zones Md the poor, imemployed working quarters 
In the t^TOS* 

The Literacy Ct^al^ mm m wall orgMlged undertalding whlchj under the 
leaderBhlp of the Mnlst^ of Education^ mobilized every single politloal or ma si 
or^niiatloa; all thtse^ incorporated In the Hatlonal OounoH of Mucatlon, imlfled 
and Bysteraati^ged the Campaign, with the result that In one year it \ma possible to 
say that illiteracy had bem bTOlshed fTom Cfubin territory, 

TOie old nbtiona of fluting iBiottooe and of eanslderl^ literaoy training aa 
an Isolated and teOTlnal educational facts Instead of a ptrament social combat^ re- • 
eel ved their death-blow Mth ttie I96I Campal^, which introduced the fundainental 
prlnolple of mass-oriented aetlon In revolutiohM*y aduoatlonal strate^. Its 
succeaaful outcome was not solely due to ao\md org^.2atlon aM the resources 
mobilized in the great tasJ^j to these rffl^ist be added the motivational impetus viAilch 
the Revolution^ with its atfuotOTal modifications^ succeeded In arousing among 
the mas^asj leading to tho ioelal awM^eness and creative spirit needed to bring 
together liteimoy trainers TOd trainees, young people and adiiltSj ajid Instilling 
in them, in addition to the toiowledge of reading writing, political md social 
toiowledge enabling them to tal^e active part in all the developmants ©f the 
revolutionary process and to realise that fighting ignor«ice means fluting tlw 
oaugiia of l©iarance. 
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Theee aotlvlties formed the basis on whloh the systeni of Adult Bduoatlun In 
Cuba mB bulltj itm post-llteraoy aotivitles aontinulng in I962 with the establlsh- 
fnent of the Worker'^ Famer Faculty^ . whioh organized two eoursesj a Pollov/-up Course 
and a Workers Muoatlon Course, 

The atruGture of the Vlorker-Farmtr Faculty was eimwct^rlzed from ttien on by 
a conbined system In which orgmlzatlon, adjnlnietratlon and teehnlcal InstruetiQn 
were organlQally linked for pOTsulng the eduoational proeeas* This Faoulty also 
becMie a department of the Mlnlsti^ of Edueatlon and vmB olosely llrikad with 
political and mass organizations Incorporated In the National Coimoll of Edueatlon. 

The e5perlenee acquirod during toe Campai^ served as guidelines for evolving 
org^liatlon mSL teolinloal methods appllcablt to adult eduoablonj the law^ and 
principles of which were dlsoovered liirou^ day-to-day praotioe and Implemented in 
the prepK*ation of ourrlaula^ taaahing methode and manuals sptclally designed for 
adults j and in the fonnulatlon of appropriate rules for this type of Instruationp 

Development 

The adult education system In Cuba hae not been statlo. Its development has 
bean oondltloneri ^ the revolutionary procees Itself* That Is vfhy traditional 
methods have been revised and replaeed by radiGally different onei^ thus making 
each educational eoiiree available to on average of half a million adults* 

Teaching personnel 

This task called for the servioei of teaehers mth a aertaln speolallzed 
training. Eomyer^ it is not easy to flpd teaQhers in suff iclant numbers and with 
the appropriate training. Nevertheless^ all the aotlvltles were able to be carried 
out 5 though not alv/aya up to the required standard^ but endeavouring to aatlsftr the 
needs of the situation. Teachers were drawi fr*om 'tinm rmkm of the workers them- 
selves^ from mass or political organizations, Bm& f rom VM^ious aectlons of the 
population; their training tos In -toe handp of teohniolani with apealallzed ex- 
oerlence in adi^t eduoation, The maxim adopted In the early days of the literacy 
campai^ still holds' goods "The one with more taiowledge must teach the one with 
less'"i, 

Present sltut,tlon 

Adult eduoatlonj ^loh be^i In 19^^ hae during ten year 1 developed differtnt 
forms of teaohingj that in the present stage constitute an edueatlonal system 
orgatalged and endowed idLth a structure that blndi it Qlosely to the plmns of national 
development, with the support of political md mass organlgatlons. • 

The levels and . eyoles of adult education are the followlngi 

(a) Meraentai^ edueatlon 

(a) Literacy 

(b) First Level 
(e) Second Level 

(fl) milrd Level ^ / 

(«) Fourtti Level 



(b) Seoondaiy Ceurse of Worker Iduoation (CSSO) with a dumtlon of two 
semesters, equivalent to that of aevtnth gmda general aducatlen. 

(e) VJorker-Pann©r Faoulty (POC)^ with a duratlQn of el^t semeeters mi^ 
artlQUlatod With hi^er education^ 

(d) Language Teaohing, Oowi© with a duration of frora four to Peven 
lamesterSj dependlr^ on the languaae* 

(e) Youth ftovementi whloh maintains the mmim levels as adult education, 
but with objeativem, eontent, preg^TOM aid dOTation of Gourses ^<d- 
justed to the charaaterlstlcs of the c^olssoeht with a low edUGatioual 
level* 

Adult education Ineludes the following educational Institutions i 

(a) Day and nl#it schools 

(b) Sehools in faGtorles 

(c) Worker- farmer faculty 

(d) Special plan sehools 

(#) Agenoy sponsored sehools 

(f) Youth ooliajm schools 

(g) Residual llliteraoy elaasrooms 

(h) Painily reading oiroles 

(i) Language iehooli 

It has been neGiaiary to amwre flexibility and variety In BOholastio 
cal^ndarsj tlme-tablea and tj^ea of school In order to brii^ the eduaation of 
the masses into conformity With produotlon, which calls for continual ly Increas- 
ing pM^lclpatlan by the Cuban people to maintaining the country's davelopment. 

The content ©f study proerarames Is arrMged In courses lasting one semester j 
their short duration enables students to attain a definlta level of knowledge 
without giving up their productive work or patriotic def enoe, seryice, 

Scholaatle oaleMari are as follows i 

Normal , for adults In urbwi and non-eusw-grovriLng rural weas^ beglmlng in 
SsptOTber Md ^ding In June, 

Su^ar plantation , for adults in su^r-growlng areas j f rom to DtcTOib#r. 

Montana , for adults in eoffe^produolng areas j from Jani^y to August, 

The schools operate In nl^t centres, factories, organizational premises, 
and even in private homes. In an effort to abolieh the last vestiges of residual 
Illiteracy^ . - 
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Time-tables are adapted to the requlrenents of the Industi-lal or agricultural 
plant ard Inolude early moTOing, evenins or night olassea of varying duration. 

Ttim mass orgwilaations, industrial undertakings and trade unions are Jointly 
reeponsible for the settlns up of classrooms and for ensurins adherenoe to time- 
tables and students' regular attendanoe; msy also provide those most highly 
qualified ajnong their ranks as teaohere, and oo-optrate with the latter In the 
organization and development of their activities. The plan of professional emula- 
tion provides for the cultural and political education of me workers. 

■ Klght schools mnd. eomprehanslve centres possess a school comioll oomposed of 
representativeB of the people's educational aaancias (01'C, UJC, CDR, PMC and ANAP)-. 
The function of such a counoll ii to analyse the problems of the school or centre ' 
and help in their solution; reinforce conmunity-sehool relationships, and promote 
the .specific activities of each orgMiizatlon. Pupils of the sohool or centre are 
represented on the school council. 

Work Qentrea possess a training eonimittee whose main function is to reconcile 
cultural education with wortoen's quallfloatlons programmes. Representatives of 
ffllttie administration and political oraanlzatians ore on the Com- 

The Secondary Workers' Education Course provides workers with the naoessary 
toiowledge enabling them to derive greater benefit from cultural productions in- 
creased technical and moral qualifications for partlolpatlng In industrial activi- 
ties, and enables them to continue improvinE their eduoatlon at the seeondaf^ level. 

^, Worker-farmer faeulties raise the cultural level of their pupils by offering 
them a preparatoiT secondary course In the humanities and solence. without 
negleotins their all-roimd training, and eniibllns them to enter university to p-e- 
deJelo^ent^^*^' oontrlbutlng toward the jountry's solentlflo and technlGal 

.1 T^J^T^^-^^ articulated with the varioua trainlns stotora, although they 
al«o facilitate the access of worker students to the university, are priraM-ily 
devoted to the training of BMlled aanpower. 

The Increased scope of university education througn the Inoluaion of regular 
practical work m the activities of students offers at the same time new possiblU- 
ties in the process of Inoorporating worksrs In eeneral aM teolmological courses 
of study, and especially unl.veralty studies. In the same vmy as the schools, 
secondary tralnlna courses and facultlss eatabllshed in production centres md 
public Bervlces art moving towards closer collaboration In the ntet to train tech- 
^clan«, greater adaptability to worklns oondltlons, a more direct partioipation 
by such eentrea in the training and eduoatlon of their mrkere. 

r^^.J^J'^^^^^^ ^^'^^^''^^ militants and cadres of the political and mass 
^^^^^^^^ trainlns apeolfically related to the tasks perfo^ed 

tLta^S^Ju«^?^^''T ' "^f"^^^^^ ^^^^^ aE=„elea, cultuml 

technical education, as a preliminary the re-eduoatlon of prlsonera, other 

tSlr^schoi^S^ atout the estaMishn,ent of Special Schools, which ta^t 

*r , time-tables organization methods and prograramas to 

meet the particular needs of each cas©. 
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Tills seetor^ so closaly linked with the productive agenales bM Uiolr teeh- 
nlcal training needs and vrtth national pleimlns. Is in a stage of development and 
iniprovanjent. OTi© o.^erlm^nt^ whloh began with the Polrteotalo Centre of Olenfufgoe^ 
imder the sponsorship of Unesoo^ offers snccuraslng prospeots for the training of 
skilled manpower by providing instruotlon for workers at their ovm place of work^ 
and increasing participation by engineers and teatoiolans in prosramnlng and 
teaGhing. 

The r6le played by Cuban women in all tht varlaue taska - polltlca.1^ preduetlve^ 
teelmieal^ instruotional and artlstlD - is hl^ly significant and positive evidence 
of life-long education* 

Ttim systoii of co-education la applied at all levels and in all types of edu- 
cation^ as being a primordial faotor in social development* 

The Pederatlon of Cuban Women (SMC) heads an important racveraent for facllita.tJng 
the exterislve Incorporation of womsn In the political^ economic and ljocIaI dcvalop- 
ment of the comiti^^ and among itn work pltoe education ocoupias a privileged 
plaoei woman's rSla in education Is memn as a double onei attention to her own 
educational development and aid in upholding her ohlldren's eduoational obllgationB^ . 

The Vlce^-Mrdstry of Adiilt Education and the Federation co-ordinated thtlr 
efforts on behalf off 

(a) Wcmen'e atolssion to the varioue biwchei of Instruction provided by 
Adult Education. 

(b) Opening of special day classes for housewives, 

(c) Opening of special c].asses where women can learo domestic sMlls 
(tailoring mA dressmaking^ eraftsmmahlp^ stc) while at the same time 
improving their cultinml be^ckgromid and acquiring the neoessa^ toiowledge 
for looking after ttielr ohlldren. 

(d) Seeking out women in remote district a who have remained Illiterate^ and 
providing facilities for th©n In Reding Circles* 

(e) Supervision of technical courses for training skills female workeri* 

Witti the object of facilltatins women* s pwtlclpatlon, the Federation imder-' 
takes the direct management of Infant schools oni of the C^ld Institute, so that 
children of worW^ng mothers may be approprlat re^ed* 

Language schools operate m ni^t centres at the disposri of ttie workers^ on 
the premiMg of secondary basic mid prlmwy schools and^ sometimes , on their om 
premises* 

Ttm pui^ose of these achools is to i^ve workers attending thrai a basic toiow- 
ledge of the Iwtguage enabllna them to underBtarid^ speak, read and write It and 
so be able to contribute more effectively towM^d the country's eaonomlfij technloal 
nnd cultural developmsnti and at the erae time te tighten the bonis of friendship 
"md iolidarlty between the peoples of ttie world* 



m-^Wmm.iA - paga 8 



Thm prlnoipal languages taught are to^lsh, RusBlanp Freneh German. There 
E^B alio elaiies in Italitoip Ggeoh, ^ineae, Hian^rlan, PortugueBe, and other Ian- 
guagesj depending on the quallfioations of teachers, ^An impQrt.Mt addition is 
Spanish for foreigners* 

Lan^age teadhlng Is also concernid vfith teacher training throui^ the ^fexim 
Gorki Langiiase Teaoher Training Institute and various preparatDry training aQhooli 
for gatlsfyiiiS the ^oiflns dorasnd for learning forelpi lan^iages* The training of 
translatora Bnd InterpretarE Is earrled out In a speelal Inrtltute for that pui^oaa 

Youth movement 

Hie existenat of sohool wastage la \mjust md its oonitquenQei t^e the form 
of antl-soclal behaviour for which the soolal Bystem as a vrtiole Is responslbla^ 
ilnce at tht bottofli of abandonlns school lie soalQ-eaonQmlG problems relating to 
the lack of appropriate eduoational attention given to ^lldren Md young people* 
Sdhool wa^tagi and "over-ageness" are thMselves a dmunclatlon of ttie ejiploltatlon 
forGed upon peoples, and are far from ^^resslng the true feelings of the ehlldren 
or young people who cease to atteM school beaause the above-mentioned coMitions 
make it Amposslble for than to remain there , 

The pemielous iOQlal effects of this ejqjulsion of children and yoimg people 
from the field of education are seen when a coimtry sets out upon the path of rapid 
development* Cuba Is an exatiple of how^ when ^e soolo-egonQmiQ structiare is 
ehangedj it Is possible to ellmirmt© both school wastage a^ educational backward- 
ness, throu^ the adoption of revolutionary eduoational methods appropriate to the 
situation. 

Various types of youth movement schools were ©itabllihed with the purpose of 
proffloting, orgwilslng and controlling the Mlslng of the educational level of over- 
ags pupils between IJ Md l6 ytars old i^d enabling them at tlit same time to learn 
a trade throu^ a Joint cotd?ae of theoretical and practical Instruction* 

In the early stages, as a result of local clroumstances mi production require- 
ments, -Uiese schools underwent transformations that led to various foCTis or types 
such as youth classroans, youth centres, vocational c^tres, shop-schools and 
otheri, \mtil the passing of Decree Ho, 56&y^ by the Revolutloimiy Government, 
when they were offlolally deelsnated as shop^sehoolss youto centres, vocational 
youth schools and pre«eoluims, ^ 

These institutions w^e to appropriate imms of combating school wastage Md 
backwartoess, trtille at the saune time ensuring the recupemtlon of a section of 
youth (which If left to Itself would be a f^ltful sowce of antl«seclal beto^ 
W reincorporating it In an exlstenoe offering araplt scope for acquiring an ©duca-* > 
tlon and qualifications, thereby oreatlng a mipply of skills manpower for various 
sectors of production. The school lysttm for young persons trttti a low educational 
level, which f arras a pamllel educational oourse, combines, moreover, the need for 
reintegrating young drop-outs of both itxes In the eduoational system ^rtth that of 
filling importajit ^ps In siailed manpower for the different bran^es of production 
aiid plaroied servicei, " - 

The yoiith ^movement schoola are based uppn a complete reciprocal relationship 
Q between theory and pmntloe, Intalleetual studies and TOrk, 

ERylC^ j^^^i^i^^^^^^oo 
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The currloiila and syllabusea of these schools are prapartd with due regard 
for diff erenaea of age and degrees cf low educational level of pupili^ and the 
cpportiinltles they have for studying. 

Sports and cultural aotlvltles are organised in CDnjunotion with work in the 
alassrooms and outside, and student aisoalatlons are developed (such as the 
RDbarto RodrlgiiQg Brigade "El Vaqiierlto^^ ), with the objeot of slving pupils an 
all-round training. 

Training and in- service training of teaQhlng personnel 

Thm extension and variety of ©ducatlonal sectors and types of sohool, the 
varlatlona in environmantal and student Gharacteristlea we have described abova^ 
all point to the tremondous task It hae been^ for yeara, to provide teaahing 
personnel trained «id equippad to meet such an assortment of needs* 

This training pj'ocese, vAiile able to coimt upon vast huff^an resources among 
the population^ has had to be carried out gradually in a varioty of wayi^ thraugh 
ttie orgmlsatlon of Jaitroduetory courses, basic prepamtory seminars^ permanent 
semlnari^ national seminars^ aiid seminars for oadrts* 

The prepaimtory eourses are held In provlnelal boardlng-sahools^ where candl* 
dates for the teaching pTOfesslon under^ an initial training that enables them to 
take a job m teaohar \*iilst eOTpletlng their training in permanent or weekend 
seminars. These Imve been established for the In-servlce tralnli^ of teaaherai 
they are held one a a weak and last six hourai attendance Is obligatory. Tills 
educational institution la considered the basic one, 

Technieal assistance adds to the teacher's quallf Icatloni for htm profesilonal 
work and stimilates hla capacity for undertaking essentlf.lly practical activities 
aonneoted with study and reatarohp md developing entirprlsins methods in toe or* 
gaMsatlon and promotlori of the sotobl plan. It includes: 

(l) study and research on educational subjects j 

(li) active parbiclpa,tlon In the ©iucatlonal workshop where practical 

olaesea are held^ aetivltiei are plamedp -ttit ciass plan le drawn up 
and teaching media are preparedj 

(ill) participation in People- e Cultural Circles Mid In literal and sclentlf la 
seminars* 

Where greatar urgency Is oalled for, basic preparatory sanlmra are orgajiized 
with a minimum duration of 15 weeks, where students acquire the basic knowledge a\id 
praotlcal experience for tnabllng them to work as teachers* This preparatory course 
is completed by attending peTOanent semlnari* 

National sOTlnars are ori^nlitd for p3:*lnol^li aM tMhnlaal advlsera to en- 
able them to acquire a more, thorou^ toiowledge of specific sub jeots such as school 
orfiAriiaation, educaticnal pgycholo^, aduca etc. 



In theee seminars, which «*e held ttoeo or four times a year^ organa.zational 
problems and Irmovatlons within the syetem are analysed| as wgI educa- 
tional qucBt Ions* 



Se^ilnai's for eadrea are held at the national and provlnGial levels for t 
purpose of In-service training of taolmloftl SLnd management personnel In apsel 
edaoatlonal eeotore. In the various preparatory and In-sorvlee training Inst 
tlons for teaehers (inaluding workai^s facultlee and tralnins aeetors) work is 
baaed cm praotloal Instruction leading to a thoroush understanding of the met! 
oloffi^ of edueatlonal ors^igationp the developnient of a aoolal sense among te^ 
and the moat aative and widcjspre^ adult participation laider the principle of 
"learning to do a Job by doing it"# 

When referring to the aystems for the preparatory and in^servlca ti ainlnj 
teaching persomiel engaged in adult eduoatlon, it must be borne In mind that i 
of our teachers In the Workei^FaCTner Faoulty have, the merit of being worMng i 
whose revolutionary atMida^s and zeal fit thCTi to be voluntary teaohera of tl 
wortoates^ without tills entailing the abandonment of their taak as producers. 
N^anierous workers also function as liistructoro In shop-schools or training cou: 
The rSle of caonltors has' also teen developed at all levels^ as a means of uti; 
various available forms of parfclolpation both aa students ^d as teachere of 
f ellow--studenta . 

Inereaeed parfcieipation by the workers' movement eMures a steady supply 
the ijinnedlate future of teaohers combining the necessary teahnloal qualificat; 
with praotlaal eKp^rlenca in Industry, 

Innovatlonal egcperlments 

With the creation by the Hevolutlon of the objective and subjeetlve condi 
for a global and systematlo use of all the cultural potentialities possessed t 
the eoniminlfcy^ and the elimination of mutual ©pposltloA between the edueatlona 
system and soel.^ty, it beeame materially possible to dlverslftr the educational 
opportimities pr^^vldedi to start from the baala of toe adult *s specif lo nature 
as a receptacle of knowledge^ and to endow eduoational institutions with ^eat 
powers of attraotlonp In this way^ the Vice-Ministry of Adult Eduoatlon orgar 
the People* s Cultural Clrfjlss^ Lltaraiy and Sclentlflo Seminars and Internal E 
national Institutional as systematized educational patteTOS for helpliig to for 
Cuban eduoatlon into an Integrated ajid continuous procesa* 

Thm People's Culture! Circles^ with the human reaouroes (aolentlfle, teoh 
, airf. hiTOanlstie) and material resouroea (ooitferenoe hallSj printing presses and 
maas conrnruni cat Ion media) posseted by the localltles^^^ a varying 
duration (between 8 and l6 aeaslone) on various subjects In over one hundred 1 
stltutlons distributed throutfiout the aountry* miese eycles a^e pro^mmmed by 
Bo^d of rtenagement^ and are based on an Inventory of the mKipower Resources 
available ai^ the ascertalnli^ of preferences through holding Inquirlejsj the 
Board alao directs publiaatlonp supei^lses enrolment and attendance^ ensures t! 
due owning put of curricula, «id distributes participation TOuohers* - 

!^e purpose of the Liteiwy and Solentlflc Semlnaraj ^Ich are organised ~' 
the hundred in the various branchea of the Vica-Mlnlstry of Adult Education, ii 
to enoourage the reading Jmblt and autodidaotlclsm th^ 
analyals of literery wotto* 

^e rule of the Internal. Eduoational Institutions, ^4iieh have been greatly 
davelopsd in the youth movement, is to forge a fianotional llrJc between school^"^ 
whatever type and the Gonmiunlty ttirou^ activltiea such as a choral society, 
political or eoientlf ic study circle, theatre group, school ^^en, library, os 



murals - all of vAiiGh help to develop abilities aM skilli that last threu^ llf^^ 
at the sMie time opening up new viatas vd."^ regard to everyd^ work and soGlal uo* 
operation. Kia variety of these Institutions eneourages students to participate 
in gome of them while, on the other hand, enjoying the benefits of all of them. 



CONCIIJSION ^ V; 

The system of adult edueatlon er^ilsed by the Mlnlatty of MuGatlon that 
we have bem deserlbl^^ and ^rt thin ^ t our praotical experlenoe 

is e^i^ressed^ Is very far from representing the total effort ow count it is making 
on behalf of life-loai edueatlon. The soopi of that effort Is taudii greater, ex^ 
tending to the Impact of activities carried out by the polltieal and mass organi- 
zations and the prodUQtlve 1^ plwmed servloa ageneies throu^ their tralnlr^ 
departments. 

To this should be aM^ the eduoational oqimtrr'^ mass means of 

eonmiuiilcatlon and aealal ser^loes, Inasmueh as the press, m41o, elnMa, televlaion 
museums, libraries, exhibitions, theatres aM assmblies are valiiable Instnunents 
and foiTO of life-long education* 

In its ^©nGluslons, the Latin Amar lean Seminar on Adult Eduaation (Cuba, 
March 1972) sponsored by the Vlee-^MlnistKy of Adult Bducatlon and GREPi^, ex- 
preased the view that . "Adult eduaation in Cuba Is a prospeGtlve e3qpression 
of life-long edueatlon because of i 

"TOie mass nature of adult edueatlon in Cuba Mid its exteMion over a oon-^ 
slderable period of human life ^ which in this ease starts in adolescence 
ejid ends in old age * helps to oonaolldate the quantitative aspects of life- 
leng education* 

Kie global character of the edueatlonal system embles qualitative aspects of 
adult eduoatlon to be understood which increase its impact within the scheme 
of life^long education* 

In the first place. It is cleM* that all the faetors Inoluded in the eeonerale 
aiid social framework are presmt in oduoational action. From the economic 
Btandpointi the teohid.cal tralMng ai^ prepai^tlon of tiie Individual for 
his double rSle as producer md consumeri 

From the social staridpolnt, the r&le of the pelltloal ^ mass ori^nlzatlons 
wMoh to a large extent help In malntalnli^ unanimity of view about education* 

Concern In this field is shared by fathers Mtd sons, by men snd women. It can 
be seen that to equip oneself eduoatlonally Is Just as much a moral duty as to 
equip oneself for a trade, - Whoever is neither TOiMr^i TOr studying feele him- 
self to be morally a parl^, and society has in this respeet created Its o\m 
auctions, with the result^that eduaation is not only a rl^t and a dutyj but 
is also re^i^^ as a prerequisite for development • 

From the political standpoint, preparation for direct participation in the 
analyaisimd search for solutions to comraon problemi, in a spirit cf solidarity 
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vftiiah leada to the adoption of luoh dedislons as are most suitable for 
biiildlng the new aoolety* 

The non^systematlsed forms of eduGatlorij the work oarrled out by the cultural 
agencies of the ooiimunlty (llbrmrleSj mustTOis, theatres, and so on)^ the sys- 
tem of partloipatlon whloh enoouragee the mass praotlae of sports and lelswe 
aatlvltlas, have also been shovm to be valuable ocntributlona toward life-- 
long education* 

It Is eonsidsred that in this respeat the mass media flilfil a very Important 
funotlon^ not only because they oonatltirbe an educatloiml resouroe In thein* 
selves, but also beoauee of -Bhelr dally Invitation to partlaipata throu^ 
radlOp television, press, Glnema, mass production of books, " 

A ntmiber of partlolpants^ after their observations and e^erleneaS| agreed 
in subscribing to the notion of "Cuba as a gig^tio school". 

And it may well be that Cuba Is, In fact, one enoraoui school, for in carry- 
ing out ©w idea of oomplete, continuous, masa Mid life-long education, there 
have oonvergdd upon the Mnlstry of Education the efforts of the cultural agenQles 
of the community, the mass media, the palitioal and mass organlzationB, Wie prod- 
uction arid service agenoies - In short, society as a body - all worMng with 
equal enthusiasm, all sharing the same ideals In the cause of edueatlon. 




